Editor

Post Standard

The New York State Association of Ambulatory Surgery Centers (NYSAASC) commends the recent announcement by the New York State Department of Health that they will revisit the issue of office-based surgery.  This organization has long supported the position that surgery should be performed in facilities that fall under the purview of the Department of Health, which licenses and regulates the practice of surgery in hospitals and free-standing ambulatory surgery centers.  This assures that these procedures are being performed in a safe manner according to a stringent set of requirements established and enforced by the Department of Health. 
Very few consumers realize that the Department of Health has no regulatory authority over physician’s offices and the surgeries performed in that setting.  Hospitals and free-standing ambulatory surgery centers function in a highly regulated environment intended to protect patient welfare and safety.  These regulations address a range of requirements including the availability of a backup emergency power source, credentialing of surgeons, maintenance of emergency equipment and medications, staff training in emergency techniques, assurance of infection control and anesthesia quality, peer review, and quality assurance and risk management protocols.  There are reporting requirements to the Department of Health to evaluate specific incidents which may interfere with quality patient care.   There are additional standards for architectural and engineering requirements which also serve the patient welfare. Ambulatory surgery centers are also required to be accredited by a national accrediting body and to meet Federal requirements for Medicare participation.

Office-based surgery presents an area of concern on a national basis.  Many states have introduced and passed legislation to provide for oversight and regulation of the practice of surgery in physician offices.  

In New York State, many physician offices identify themselves as “surgery centers” although they are not licensed as such and are not required to meet any of the criteria established for the licensure and operation of such centers.  
NYSAASC calls upon the Department of Health to not only review office-based surgery, but to enforce the section of the New York State Health Code that prohibits the use of the title “surgery center” without appropriate licensure.  A simple reading of the phone book and advertising reveals that there are many physician practices across the state misidentifying themselves as “surgery centers” as they do not meet the licensing criteria.  This is misleading to the consumer, and we believe the Department of Health has a responsibility to intervene to protect the health and welfare of the public.  

NYSAASC also calls upon consumers to assure that their surgery is being performed in a facility licensed for ambulatory or outpatient surgery.  Ask to see the license of the facility or ask your surgeon if the facility meets the licensure requirements.  Look for licensure and accreditation certificates.  Contact the Department of Health and ask that they intervene on your behalf by prohibiting the use of the title “surgery center” by a physician’s office which does not meet the State’s standards.
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